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had a great wish to have children, and had resolved,
if God gave me a son or a daughter, to marry it to
the offspring of some king of the human race. After
this resolve, 1 learned that my wife was pregnant;
at last, after counting,,with anxiety each day and hour,
the full period arrived, and this girl was born. Ac-
cording to my determination, I ordered the jinns to
search the four corners of the world, and that what-
ever king had a prince born to him, to bring the child
quickly to me with care; agreeably to my orders, the
jinm flew instantly to the four corners of the earth,
and after some deky, brought this young prince
to me.

** I thanked God, and took the chUd in my lap, and
loved it dearer than my own daughter; I could not
bring myself to separate him from my sight for a
moment, but used to send him back for this reason,
that if his parents did not see him; they would be
greatly afflicted. For this reason I sent for him once
every month, and after keeping him with me a few
days, I sent him back. If it please God the Most
High, now that we have met, I will marry them to
each other; all are liable to death, then let us, whilst
we arc alive, see their marriage performed."

The king Azad Bakkt> on hearing this proposal of
Shah Bid's, and seeing his amiable qualities, was
greatly pleased and said, " At first the prince's dis-
appearance and re-appearance raised very strange
aprehensions in my breast, but I am now, from your
conversation, easy in my mind, and perfectly satisfied;
this sou is now yours; do with him whatever you
please." In short, the intercourse between the two